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R
ights of the C

hild – EU
 and international fram

ew
orks 

  
This A

nnex presents in detail the relevant rights enshrined in the C
harter of Fundam

ental R
ights of the EU

, the U
N

 C
onvention on the R

ights of the C
hild 

and the goals and targets of the U
N

 Sustainable D
evelopm

ent G
oals protected and prom

oted by the different strands of the EU
 Strategy on the rights of the 

child. 
 E

U
 strategy on 

the rights of the 
child  

C
harter of Fundam

ental R
ights of 

the E
uropean U

nion
1 

U
N

 C
onvention on the R

ights of the C
hild

2 
U

N
 2030 Sustainable D

evelopm
ent G

oals (SD
G

s)    

Introduction  
A

rt. 24: The rights of the child 
A

rt. 24.2: B
est interests of 

the child 
              A

rt. 24.1.1: R
ight of the child 

to protection and care  
 A

rt. 20: Equality before the law
 

A
rt. 21: N

on-discrim
ination 

A
rt. 23: Equality betw

een w
om

en and 
m

en 
A

rt. 26: Integration of persons w
ith 

disabilities 
  A

rt. 2: R
ight to life  

  

A
rt. 1: D

efinition of the child  
 G

eneral principles:  
 x 

A
rt. 2: N

on-discrim
ination 

x 
A

rt. 3: B
est interests of the child 

x 
A

rt. 6: The right to life, survival and 
developm

ent  
  A

rt. 23: C
hildren w

ith disabilities and m
easures 

taken to ensure their dignity, self-reliance and 
active participation in the com

m
unity, through 

access to all kinds of services, transportation and 
institutions, and in particular to education and 
cultural activities  
 A

rt. 7 U
N

C
R

PD
: C

hildren w
ith disabilities 

  A
rt. 30: C

hildren belonging to a m
inority or an 

indigenous group; 
   

SD
G

 10: R
educe inequality 

Target 10.3:  Ensure  equal  opportunity  and  reduce  
inequalities  of  outcom

e, including by elim
inating 

discrim
inatory law

s, policies, and practices  and  
prom

oting  appropriate  legislation,  policies,  and  action  
in this regard 
 Target 10.2: Em

pow
er and prom

ote the social, econom
ic 

and political inclusion  of  all,  irrespective  of  age,  sex,  
disability,  race,  ethnicity,  origin, religion, or econom

ic 
or other status  
 SD

G
 5: G

ender equality 
Target 5.1: End all form

s of discrim
ination against all 

w
om

en and girls everyw
here 

Target 5.c: A
dopt and strengthen sound policies and 

enforceable legislation for the prom
otion of gender 

equality and the em
pow

erm
ent of all w

om
en and girls at 

all levels 
   SD

G
 17: Partnerships for the G

oals  
Target 17.2. Im

plem
ent all developm

ent assistance 
com

m
itm

ents 

                                                           
1 The C

harter of Fundam
ental R

ights of the European U
nion applies to M

em
ber States only w

hen they are im
plem

enting European U
nion law

. 
2 The EU

 is party to the U
N

 C
onvention on R

ights of Persons w
ith D

isabilities (U
N

C
RPD

). R
elevant A

rticles of this C
onvention are also m

entioned in this colum
n 
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G
eneral m

easures of im
plem

entation  
x 

A
rt. 4: Im

plem
entation of the C

onvention  
x 

A
rt. 4: International cooperation 

x 
A

rt. 44.6: M
ake U

N
C

R
C

 reports available to 
the public 

Target 17.3. M
obilise financial resources for developing 

countries 
  

C
hild 

participation in  
political 

and 
dem

ocratic life 

 

A
rt. 24.1: R

ight of the child to express 
his/her view

s  
 A

rt. 10: Freedom
 of thought, 

conscience and religion 
A

rt. 12: Freedom
 of assem

bly and of 
association 
 A

rt. 22: C
ultural, religious and 

linguistic diversity 
  

A
rt. 12: R

espect for the view
s of the child 

 A
rt. 7.3 U

N
C

R
PD

: R
ight of children w

ith 
disabilities to express their view

s  
  A

rt. 13: Freedom
 of expression and the right to 

seek, receive and im
part inform

ation  
A

rt. 14: Freedom
 of thought, conscience and 

religion  
A

rt. 15: Freedom
 of association and of peaceful 

assem
bly 

A
rt. 42: K

now
ledge of rights 

SD
G

 16: Peace, justice and strong institutions 
Target 16.7: Ensure responsive, inclusive, participatory 
and representative decision-m

aking at all levels  
 Target 16.10: Ensure public access to  inform

ation  (…
), 

in  accordance w
ith national legislation and  international 

agreem
ents  

 SD
G

 4: Q
uality education  

Target 4.7: Ensure  that  all  learners  acquire  the  
know

ledge  and  skills   needed   to   prom
ote   

sustainable   developm
ent,   including,   am

ong others, 
through education for sustainable developm

ent and 
sustainable  lifestyles,  hum

an  rights,  gender  equality,  
prom

otion  of  a  culture  of  peace  and  non-violence,  
global  citizenship  and  appreciation  of  cultural  
diversity  and  of  culture’s  contribution  to  sustainable 
developm

ent  
 

Socio-econom
ic 

inclusion 
A

rt. 7: R
espect for private and fam

ily 
life 
A

rt. 9: R
ight to m

arry and right to 
found a fam

ily (in relation to their 
parents) 
A

rt. 24.3: R
ight of the child to 

m
aintain on a regular basis a personal 

relationship and direct contact w
ith 

parents 
 A

rt. 33: Protection of fam
ily and 

professional life 
A

rt. 34: Social security and social 
assistance 
 

A
rt. 5: Fam

ily environm
ent and parental guidance 

in a m
anner consistent w

ith the evolving capacities 
of the child  
A

rt. 18: Parents’ com
m

on responsibilities, 
assistance to parents and provision of childcare 
services  
 A

rticle 23 U
N

C
R

PD
 - R

espect for hom
e and the 

fam
ily 

 A
rt. 26 and A

rt. 18.3: Social security and childcare 
services and facilities  
A

rt. 27.1-3: Standard of living and m
easures taken, 

including m
aterial assistance and support 

program
m

es w
ith regard to nutrition, clothing and 

SD
G

 1: E
nd poverty 

Target 1.1:  Eradicate  extrem
e  poverty  for  all  people  

everyw
here,  currently m

easured as people living on less 
than $1.25 a day 
Target 1.2: R

educe at least by half the proportion of m
en, 

w
om

en and children of all ages living in poverty in all its 
dim

ensions according to national definitions 
Target 1.3: Im

plem
ent  nationally  appropriate  social  

protection  system
s and m

easures for all, including floors, 
and by 2030 achieve substantial coverage of the poor and 
the vulnerable 
Target 1.5: B

uild the resilience of the poor and those in 
vulnerable situations and reduce their exposure and 
vulnerability to clim

ate-related extrem
e events and other 

econom
ic, social and environm

ental shocks and disasters. 
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A
rt. 32: Protection of young people at 

w
ork 

 A
rt. 36: A

ccess to services of general 
econom

ic interest 
A

rt. 38: C
onsum

er protection 
     

housing, to ensure children’s physical, m
ental, 

spiritual, m
oral and social developm

ent, and to 
reduce poverty and inequality 
 C

hildren in street situations; 

 

  SD
G

 7: E
nergy 

Target 7.1: Ensure universal access to affordable, reliable 
and m

odern energy services 
  SD

G
 11: Sustainable cities 

Target 11.1:  Ensure  access  for  all  to  adequate,  safe  
and  affordable  housing and basic services and upgrade 
slum

s 
Target 11.2:  Provide  access  to  safe,  affordable,  
accessible  and  sustainable transport system

s for all, 
im

proving road safety, notably by expanding public 
transport w

ith special attention to the needs of those in 
vulnerable situations, (…

) children (…
) 

Target 11.7: B
y 2030, provide universal access to safe, 

inclusive and accessible, green and public spaces, in 
particular for w

om
en and children (…

). 
 Target 8.b: B

y 2020, develop and operationalise a global 
strategy for youth em

ploym
ent 

 
H

ealth 
A

rt. 3: R
ight to integrity of the person  

 A
rt. 35: H

ealth care 

A
rt. 37: Environm

ental protection 

A
rt. 6.2: Survival and developm

ent  
A

rt. 24: H
ealth and health services, in particular 

prim
ary health care  

A
rt. 33: Efforts to address the m

ost prevalent 
health challenges, to prom

ote the physical and 
m

ental health and w
ell-being of children and to 

prevent and deal w
ith com

m
unicable and non-

com
m

unicable diseases;  
A

rt. 33: R
eproductive health rights of adolescents 

and m
easures to prom

ote a healthy lifestyle; 
A

rt. 33: M
easures to protect children from

 
substance abuse  

  

SD
G

 2: E
nd hunger 

Target 2.1: End hunger and ensure access by all people, 
in particular the poor and people in vulnerable situations, 
including infants, to safe, nutritious and sufficient food 
all year round 
Target 2.2: End all form

s of m
alnutrition, including 

achieving, by 2025, the internationally agreed targets on 
stunting and w

asting in children under 5 years of age, and 
address the nutritional needs of adolescent girls and 
pregnant and lactating w

om
en. 

 SD
G

 3: H
ealthy lives 

Target 3.1: R
educe the global m

aternal m
ortality ratio to 

less than 70 per 100,000 live births 
Target 3.2: End preventable deaths of new

borns and 
children under 5 years of age, w

ith all countries aim
ing to 
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reduce neonatal m
ortality to at least as low

 as 12 per 
1,000 live births and under-5 m

ortality to at least as low
 

as 25 per 1,000 live births 
Target 3.7: Ensure universal access to sexual and 
reproductive health-care services, including for fam

ily 
planning, inform

ation and education, and the integration 
of reproductive health into national strategies and 
program

m
es 

Target 3.8: A
chieve universal health coverage (...) access 

to quality essential health-care services and access to 
safe, effective, quality and affordable essential m

edicines 
and vaccines for all 
SD

G
 5: G

ender equality 
Target 5.6: Ensure universal access to sexual and 
reproductive health and reproductive rights as agreed in 
accordance w

ith the Program
m

e of A
ction of the 

International C
onference on Population and D

evelopm
ent 

and the B
eijing Platform

 for A
ction and the outcom

e 
docum

ents of their review
 conferences.  

 SD
G

 6: W
ater and sanitation 

Target 6.1: A
chieve universal and equitable access to safe 

and affordable drinking w
ater for all 

Target 6.2: A
chieve access to adequate and equitable 

sanitation and hygiene for all and end open defecation, 
paying special attention to the needs of w

om
en and girls 

and those in vulnerable situations 
Target 6.b: Support and strengthen the participation of 
local com

m
unities for im

proving w
ater and sanitation 

m
anagem

ent 
 SD

G
 13: C

lim
ate change 

Target 13.3:  Im
prove  education,  aw

areness-raising  and  
hum

an  and  institutional  capacity  on  clim
ate  change  

m
itigation,  adaptation,  im

pact reduction and early 
w

arning 
Target 13.b:  Prom

ote  m
echanism

s  for  raising  capacity  
for  effective  clim

ate change-related planning and 
m

anagem
ent in least developed countries  and  sm

all  



 

5 

island  developing  States,  including  focusing  on  
w

om
en, youth and local and m

arginalized com
m

unities 
 

E
ducation 

A
rt. 14: R

ight to education 
     

A
rt. 28: The right to education, including 

vocational training and guidance  
A

rt. 29: The aim
s of education w

ith reference also 
to the quality of education; 
A

rt. 30: C
ultural rights of children belonging to 

indigenous and m
inority groups  

Education on hum
an rights and civic education; 

A
rt. 24 U

N
C

R
PD

: Education  

A
rt. 31: R

est, play, leisure, recreation and cultural 
and artistic activities  

SD
G

 4: Q
uality education 

Target 4.1:  Ensure  that  all  girls  and  boys  com
plete  

free,  equitable  and  quality  prim
ary  and  secondary  

education  leading  to  relevant  and effective learning 
outcom

es 
Target 4.2: Ensure that all girls and boys have access to 
quality early childhood developm

ent, care and pre-
prim

ary education so that they are ready for prim
ary 

education  
Target 4.4:  Substantially  increase  the  num

ber  of  
youth  and  adults  w

ho have relevant skills, including 
technical and vocational skills, for em

ploym
ent, decent 

jobs and entrepreneurship  
Target 4.5:  Elim

inate  gender  disparities  in  education  
and  ensure  equal access to all levels of education and 
vocational training for the vulnerable,  including  persons  
w

ith  disabilities,  indigenous  peoples  and children in 
vulnerable situations  
Target 4.6: Ensure that all youth (...) achieve literacy and 
num

eracy 
  Target 4.a:  B

uild and upgrade education facilities that 
are child, disability and gender sensitive and provide  
safe, non-violent, inclusive and effective learning 
environm

ents for all. 
 SD

G
 8: E

conom
ic grow

th and decent w
ork 

Target 8.5: A
chieve full and productive em

ploym
ent and 

decent w
ork for all w

om
en and m

en, including for young 
people and persons w

ith disabilities, and equal pay for 
w

ork of equal value 
Target 8.6: B

y 2020, substantially reduce the proportion 
of youth not in em

ploym
ent, education or training 

 
C

om
bating 

violence against 
A

rt. 1: H
um

an dignity  
A

rt. 3: R
ight to integrity of the person 

A
rt. 19: A

buse and neglect  
A

rt. 9: Separation from
 parents  

SD
G

 16: Peace, justice and strong institutions  
Target 16.2: End  abuse,  exploitations,  trafficking  and  
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children and 
child protection 

 

 A
rt. 24.1: R

ight of the child to 
protection and care 
     A

rt. 4: Prohibition of torture and 
inhum

an or degrading treatm
ent or 

punishm
ent  

                   A
rt. 5: Prohibition of slavery / forced 

Labour 
 A

rt. 32.1: Prohibition of child labour 
  

A
rt. 20: C

hildren deprived of a fam
ily 

environm
ent  

A
rt. 25: Periodic review

 of placem
ent  

 A
rt. 24.3: M

easures to prohibit and elim
inate all  

form
s of harm

ful practices, including, but not 
lim

ited to, fem
ale genital m

utilation and early and 
forced m

arriages  
 A

rt. 34: Sexual exploitation and sexual abuse 
 A

rt. 37.a and A
rt. 28.2: The right not to be 

subjected to torture or other cruel, inhum
an or 

degrading treatm
ent or punishm

ent, including 
corporal punishm

ent  
 A

rt. 39: M
easures to prom

ote the physical and 
psychological recovery and social reintegration of 
child victim

s  
The availability of helplines for children 
 A

rt. 22: C
hildren outside their country of origin 

seeking refugee protection, unaccom
panied 

asylum
-seeking children, internally displaced 

children, m
igrant children and children affected by 

m
igration; 

 C
hildren in situations of exploitation, including 

m
easures for their physical and psychological 

recovery and social reintegration: 
x 

A
rt. 32: Econom

ic exploitation, including 
child labour w

ith specific reference to 
applicable m

inim
um

 ages; 
x 

A
rt. 33: U

se of children in the illicit 
production and trafficking of narcotic drugs 
and psychotropic substances  

x 
A

rt. 34: Sexual exploitation and sexual abuse 
x 

A
rt. 35: Sale, trafficking and abduction  

x 
A

rt. 36: O
ther form

s of exploitation 

all  form
s  of  violence against and torture of children 

 SD
G

 5: G
ender equality 

Target 5.2: Elim
inate all form

s of violence against all 
w

om
en and girls in the public and private spheres, 

including trafficking and sexual and other types of 
exploitation 
Target 5.3: Elim

inate all harm
ful practices, such as child, 

early and forced m
arriage and fem

ale genital m
utilation 

                     Target 8.7: Take im
m

ediate and effective m
easures to 

eradicate forced labour, end m
odern slavery and hum

an 
trafficking and secure the prohibition and elim

ination of 
the w

orst form
s of child labour, including recruitm

ent 
and use of child soldiers, and by 2025 end child labour in 
all its form

s 
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x 
C

hild victim
s and w

itnesses of crim
es: 

- A
rt. 39: Physical and psychological recovery 

and social reintegration  
- The training activities developed for all 
professionals involved (…

) in the field of 
juvenile justice, including the G

uidelines on 
Justice in M

atters involving C
hild V

ictim
s and 

W
itnesses of C

rim
e  

x 
A

rt. 38: C
hildren in arm

ed conflicts  
Follow

-up to the O
ptional Protocol to the U

N
C

R
C

 
I and II on the sale of children, child prostitution 
and child pornography and on the involvem

ent of 
children in arm

ed conflict 
 A

rticle 16 U
N

C
R

PD
: Freedom

 from
 exploitation, 

violence and abuse 
C

hild-friendly 
justice 

A
rt. 24.1.2: R

ight of the child to 
express his/her view

s  
 A

rt. 24.3:  R
ight of the child to 

m
aintain on a regular basis a personal 

relationship and direct contact w
ith 

parents 
      A

rt. 6: R
ight to liberty and security 

A
rt. 18: R

ight to asylum
 

A
rt. 19: Protection in the event of 

rem
oval, expulsion or extradition 

A
rticle 43: European O

m
budsm

an 
A

rt. 45: Freedom
 of m

ovem
ent and of 

residence 
A

rt. 46: D
iplom

atic and consular 
protection 
A

rt. 47: R
ight to an effective rem

edy 

A
rt. 7: B

irth registration, nam
e and nationality 

A
rt. 8: Preservation of identity 

A
rt. 9: Separation from

 parents  
A

rt. 10: Fam
ily reunification  

 A
rt. 11: Illicit transfer and non-return; 

M
easures to ensure the protection of children w

ith 
incarcerated parents and children living in prison 
w

ith their m
others. 

A
rt. 27.4: R

ecovery of m
aintenance for the child  

A
rt. 21: A

doption (national and intercountry) 
 A

rticle 23 U
N

C
R

PD
 - R

espect for hom
e and the 

fam
ily 

 C
hildren in conflict w

ith the law
, child victim

s and 
w

itnesses of crim
es and juvenile justice: 

x 
A

rt. 40: The adm
inistration of juvenile justice, 

the existence of specialized and separate courts 
and the applicable m

inim
um

 age of crim
inal 

responsibility 
x 

A
rt. 37.b-d: C

hildren deprived of their liberty 
and m

easures to ensure that any arrest, 

SD
G

 16: Peace, justice and strong institutions  
Target 16.3: Prom

ote the rule of law
 at the national and 

international levels and ensure equal access to justice for 
all 
Target 16.9: Provide legal identity for all, including birth 
registration 
Target 16.10:  (…

) Protect  fundam
ental freedom

s, in  
accordance w

ith national legislation and  international 
agreem

ents   
 SD

G
 10: R

educe inequality  
10.7 Facilitate orderly, safe, regular and responsible 
m

igration and m
obility of people, including through the 

im
plem

entation of planned and w
ell-m

anaged m
igration 

policies. 
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and to a fair trial 
A

rticle 48: Presum
ption of innocence 

and right of defence 
A

rt. 49: Principles of legality and 
proportionality of crim

inal offences 
and penalties 
  

detention or im
prisonm

ent of a child shall be 
used as m

easures of last resort and for the 
shortest am

ount of tim
e and that legal and other 

assistance is prom
ptly provided  

x 
A

rt. 37.a: The sentencing of children, in 
particular the prohibition of capital punishm

ent 
and life im

prisonm
ent and the existence of 

alternative sanctions based on a restorative 
approach 

x 
A

rt. 39: Physical and psychological recovery 
and social reintegration 

D
igital and 

inform
ation 

society  
 

A
rt. 8: Protection of personal data 

A
rt. 11: Freedom

 of expression and 
inform

ation 
  

A
rt. 16: Protection of privacy and protection of 

im
age  

A
rt. 17: A

ccess to inform
ation from

 a diversity of 
sources and protection from

 m
aterial harm

ful to a 
child’s w

ell-being 

SD
G

 9: R
esilient infrastructure/innovation 

Target 9.c: Significantly increase access to IC
T and strive 

to provide universal and affordable access to the Internet 
in least developed countries by 2020 
 

 G
lobal 

dim
ension 

 
The above rights enshrined in the C

harter of Fundam
ental Rights of the EU

, the U
N

 C
onvention on the Rights of the C

hild and the goals and targets of 
the U

N
 Sustainable D

evelopm
ent G

oals are also relevant for all actions included in the G
lobal dim

ension section of the strategy. 
 

 



 

 

 


