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Although the pandemic has clearly presented the counter-ter-
rorism community with significant challenges, there is as yet 
limited evidence of any clear correlation between the pandem-
ic and a change in the nature or intensity of terrorist violence. 
However, CTED’s analysis indicates that, in many regions, the 
pandemic is likely to have increased the underlying drivers and 
structural factors that are often conducive to terrorism.

Although the long-term effects of COVID-19 on counter-terrorism and CVE are 
similarly difficult to determine, the pandemic will likely have a significant impact on 
global counter-terrorism responses, particularly with regard to resourcing. Indeed, 
there is already evidence that Member States and relevant organizations have re-
allocated counter-terrorism and CVE resources or budgets during the pandemic. 

In some States with sizeable counter-terrorism budgets, this might represent a 
necessary re-balancing of national priorities. However, other States, including those 
most impacted by terrorism, were already facing significant resource challenges 
prior to the pandemic and were often reliant on bilateral or multilateral support to 
counter the terrorism threat. It is therefore essential that counter-terrorism remain 
high on the international agenda and that Member States continue to prioritize 
international and regional cooperation to counter the evolving global terrorist threat.

53% believe that pandemic-related socio-economic and political impacts will 
increase the threat of terrorism and violent extremism in the future.

 
Despite the lack of clarity regarding potential short-term and long-term impacts, 
it is clear that there will be no straightforward return to pre-pandemic norms and 
that many working methods and approaches are likely to have shifted significantly 
and permanently. Adapting to, and thriving within, this new reality will be critical to 
international counter-terrorism and CVE efforts moving forward.

CTED will continue to engage with all its partners to inform its analysis of the 
impacts of the pandemic on terrorism, counter-terrorism, and CVE, ensuring that 
Member States are kept abreast of relevant trends and developments.

Conclusions


